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In part I, Junior Shooters Volume 13 
Winter 2012, we covered the first part 
of James’ quest for the first of the four 
North American sheep that make up the 
North American Grand Slam – the Dall 
sheep; and in part II, Junior Shooters 
Volume 14 Spring 2013, we covered 
the second sheep hunt – the stone sheep. 
This third part of James’ quest to get a 
Grand Slam at 10 years old continues 
with his hunt for the bighorn! 

Bighorn Sheep – 2011

Our goal to hunt for the three 
sheep in 2011 got a little complicated 
concerning the bighorn sheep. Alaska 
does not have a minimum age to hunt 
Dall sheep, whereas British Columbia 
allows stone sheep hunting at 10 
years old, and Mexico allows desert 
sheep hunting at 10 years old. The 
only bighorn sheep hunts that were 
available for a 10-year-old hunter 
were on certain Indian reservations. 
Lance has a good friend and very 
experienced sheep-hunting guide and 
hunter, Brendan Burns. Brendan has 
guided many bighorn sheep hunts and 
recommended that we investigate and 
consider hunting on the Rocky Boy 
Indian Reservation in Montana.

So, Brendan did some research 
on sheep hunting on the Rocky Boy 
Reservation which is home to the 
Chippewa and Cree bands in north 
central Montana. Brendan visited with 
some of the Tribal members in charge 
of the sheep hunting to learn about 
their hunting program. Brendan felt 
the situation was very favorable for a 
bighorn sheep hunt, and he gathered 
all the necessary information to make 
an attempt to get a tag and hunt on the 
Rocky Boy Reservation. 

The Rocky Boy Indian Reservation 
has an established hunting program for 
deer, elk, pronghorn, and other game. 
The last bighorn sheep was killed 
on the reservation sometime around 
1900. As a consequence, no bighorn 
sheep lived on the reservation until 
the Tribe participated in a Wild Sheep 
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on the reservation with brush, timber, 
open grassy slopes, and rock outcrops. 
The habitat is excellent for wild sheep, 
and the herd has done very well.  

I got about one hour sleep, and we 
got up and prepared for our first day 
of hunting bighorn sheep. Lance and 
Brendan had scouted the sheep with 
Justin Four Colors, a Hunting The Rez 
pro staff guide.  Justin is a member 
of the Chippewa Cree Tribe and is a 
professional hunting guide.  Justin, 
Lance, and Brendan got along famously. 
Justin is just terrific, and we all soon 
recognized how knowledgeable he is 
of the game and reservation terrain, as 
well as hunting and stalking big game.

We drove our vehicle to the base 
of the mountains and were met by 
several trucks occupied by members 
of the Hunting The Rez staff, who are 
all tribally-enrolled members of the 
Chippewa Cree Tribe. We all visited 
and discussed our plans for hunting 
the sheep. We then took off up the hill 
towards the sheep-hunting area. Justin 
followed us, as did a hunting and 
wildlife photographer from Hunting 
The Rez Magazine.  Hunting The Rez 
is producing a film documentary of 
the sheep hunt.  The Tribe intends to 
manage and promote bighorn sheep 
hunting on the reservation in support 
of the economic development of the 
reservation’s natural resources.

We soon arrived in the two vehicles 
at our launch point for the sheep hunt, 
Centennial Mountain. We waited about 
a half-hour until daylight.  The wind 
was very brisk and the temperature 
below freezing.  We spent the next 
several hours working down the 
ridges, through grass, brush, and rock 
outcrops. The wind was gusting maybe 
30 to 40 mph at times and blowing 
steady at 15 mph.

We saw a few sheep down low and 
one small band with a small ram at 
400 yards. We continued to scout but 
could not find the main herd. Later 
that morning, Lance indicated that we 
should go back up the ridge and start 
out in a different direction to look for 
the sheep.  As an afterthought, Lance 

Relocation Program. A small herd of 
bighorn sheep were relocated from the 
Flathead Indian Reservation to Rocky 
Boy in 2006.  Included in that herd was 
a 3-½-year-old ram, Ear Tag Number 
8, as well as some 2-½-year-old 
rams. The herd has done well on the 
reservation where the herd has grown 
to nearly 100 head of bighorn sheep 
with approximately 30% of the herd 
being rams. Brendan scouted the herd 
and determined that there were most 
likely three rams of harvest quality.  A 
decision was made to attempt to get a 
tag to hunt the Rocky Boy ram.

The Tribe’s wildlife management 
program made the decision to allow one 
tag for a bighorn sheep to be auctioned 
for the 2011 hunting season. The Tribe 
employed the services of Hunting The 
Rez Magazine to develop a marketing 
campaign, as well as to coordinate an 
auction on their behalf.  The auction 
was conducted on eBay in the spring 
of 2011.  James had only one chance to 
get a bighorn tag, and all hopes hung 
on winning this particular auction. The 
morning of the auction, our family 
left for Costa Rica to fish for tarpon. I 
gave my daughter, Lisa, instructions on 
bidding for the tag, and off we went to 
Costa Rica. I got a text message while 
at the Phoenix airport indicating we 
had won the auction, and a celebration 
ensued all the way to Costa Rica. 

James had Thursday and Friday off 
from school starting November 3, 2011.  
We made plans to fly to Great Falls, 
Montana, the afternoon of November 
2, 2011.  Lance and Brendan met James 
and I in Great Falls that night, and we 
proceeded to make the 100-mile drive 
northeast to a hotel adjacent to the 
reservation.  That evening I prepared 
all of our gear to hunt the next day.  
The weather had been very cold with 
winds of 20 to 30 mph at times.  So, I 
had gear for cold weather in case we 
got pinned down and had to sit behind 
a rock for six or eight hours.

The reservation has about 125,000 
acres with about 10,000 acres of sheep 
habitat. The sheep habitat consists of 
mostly 3,000- to 5,000-foot high hills 
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decided that he and Brendan should go 
across a draw to take a peek at a slope 
that we could not see very well.

“Keep an eye on us and if we see 
anything, we will wave you over. We’ll 
go and have a look just in case they 
are below that rock. We don’t want to 
walk all the way up to the top and see 
them over that ridge,” he said, pointing 
toward the west. Lance and Brendan 
took a 20-minute walk to check out 
the draw.  Bingo! Lance waves and 
starts running back to us. “There are 60 
sheep just over those rocks on the ridge 
with two shooters at 150 yards.”

To the rocks we went!  We quickly 
arrived to our new vantage point. The 
wind was really blowing, and the sheep 
had moved down the hill. The setup to 
shoot was not very good for James. 
So, Lance moved two or three times to 
make a rest in the rocks with backpacks. 
The shot would be downhill, very 
steep, with the ram in and out of some 
rocks and brush. Lance took his time 

and made sure that James was on the 
correct ram and the ram presented 
himself for a clean shot.

When Lance told James to shoot, 
James shot him in the front end with 
his .260 Remington at 200 yards, wind 
a-howling. The ram staggered and 
slowly moved down the hill. James 
fired a second shot that dusted the hair 
on the ram’s back.  Immediately after 
the shot, the ram collapsed and rolled 
on his back.

After a few minutes of joy and 
celebration, we all scurried down the 
hill to the bighorn. Of course, James 
was the first one to arrive at the ram. 
Everyone was thrilled with the ram and 
happy for James to harvest such a fine 
trophy.  An immediate inspection of 
the ram revealed that James’ ram had 
the ear tag No. 8.  Some rough field 
measurements confirmed that James 
had a really fine ram! We prepared 
the ram for a photo session and spent 
the next three hours taking pictures, 

celebrating, skinning, and preparing 
the sheep for the backpack trip down 
the mountain. During the celebrating, 
everyone agreed that the bighorn ram 
will be mounted with the No. 8 tag 
in his ear.

There was enough cell service on 
the mountain for Justin Four Colors 
to call and share the news with the 
Tribe’s Fish and Game Department 
and Tribal leaders. In short order, we 
had members of the Tribe at the ram 
hunt participating in the celebration. 
One of the Tribal members, who 
is also one of the founders of the 
Hunting The Rez Magazine, and 
was along for the hunt was Jason 
Belcourt.  Jason spent a lot of time 
explaining to James and sharing 
many stories about his father and 
grandfather who had taught him as 
a young boy about hunting and the 
traditional Indian ways.

Prior to field-dressing the ram, 
Jason had James perform an Indian 
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view pictures, and relive the hunt. We 
had a fine dinner that was offered with 
an Indian prayer by Kenny Writing 
Bird. The food was prayed over by 
Jason Belcourt in the Indian tradition 
of smudging. Smudging consists of 
burning sweetgrass that is woven 
and set afire to produce smoke. The 
smoke from the sweetgrass contains 
the prayers and is used to deliver the 
prayer to the Creator. After dinner, 
James was presented with a painting 
done with chalks by Vernon. Vernon 
had seen a photograph of James and 
me taken of the Dall sheep in 2010. 
The photograph is an iconic picture 
of a father-and-son hunting event 
that had been on the front cover of 
Eastman’s Hunting Magazine. Vernon 
had contacted Brendan and requested a 

tobacco ritual as a tribute to the ram. 
This tribute entails the spreading of 
tobacco over the back of the ram and 
saying a silent prayer in thanks for the 
gift from the ram.   

Jason then explained to James how 
centuries ago the elk came to the Indian 
people and said he would sacrifice 
himself to provide food for them.  Next, 
the buffalo came to the Indian people 
and said he would sacrifice himself 
to them, as well, to provide robes and 
shelter. During the field-dressing of the 
ram, Jason had James place parts of the 
ram on top of a nearby rock to leave for 
the eagle.

Backpacks loaded and gear in hand, 
we were all off to the town on the Rocky 
Boy Reservation. We took care of some 
administrative business concerning the 
sheep hunt and made arrangements to 
meet that evening with members of the 
Tribe for a celebration dinner.

James “Midge” The Boy invited us 
to have lunch with him and some Tribal 
members and then go with him to his 
father’s home so we could meet his 
father, Vernon The Boy. Vernon is the 
most celebrated artist in the Tribe, and 
his home is a wonder. It is decorated 
with a unique use of natural materials, 
artistic skills, Indian symbolism, and 
structural techniques. Vernon informed 
me that his grandfather was the famous 
Chief The Boy, the Last Chief of the 
Gros Ventre Tribe. We visited for an 
hour-and-a-half, and all marveled 
at Vernon’s art, craftsmanship, and 
knowledge of all things interesting.    

Many members of the Tribe came to 
dinner that evening where James was 
the guest of honor. The dinner offered 
a time for all to meet and make friends, 

copy of the picture.  In just two days’ 
time, Vernon created a painting from 
the photograph placed within perfectly 
complimentary, colored, fashioned 
matting and then made a beautiful 
wooden frame with a turkey feather 
attached to the frame with a buckskin 
ribbon.  It is not possible for me to 
convey the absolutely perfect rendition 
of James, the Dall sheep, and me. The 
likeness was not only flawless, but 
the artistic development made it far 
superior to the photograph.  James 
fell in love with the painting. I am 
sure that James will treasure it for all 
his life. After our dinner, James and I 
were more than ready to catch up on 
some sleep, but instead spent the rest of 
the evening marveling over the day’s 
events and Vernon’s painting.

The next day we went back to Rocky 
Boy and completed the administrative 
business required. James filled out 
the required paperwork.  After the 
paperwork was completed, some 
pictures were taken with all involved, 
and we proceeded to attend a session 
of the Tribal Council.  James was 
invited to sit before the Council and 
display his trophy ram horns and 
share his story about the hunt. James 
took this opportunity to convey his 
appreciation for being allowed to 
hunt on the reservation and thank all 
involved. Subsequently, more pictures 
were taken with the Council members 
and with James sitting in the tribal 
chairman’s seat holding the ram’s 
horns. After that, Bruce Sunchild, the 
Tribal Chairman, presented James with 
his gavel as a keepsake.

Then we went back to the Tribal 
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Fish and Game office to plug the 
horns.  Plugging the horns was a first-
time experience for all. Brendan had 
informed Midge of the equipment that 
would be necessary to install the plugs. 
With some trial and error, we managed 
to get the job done. James finished off 
the deed by using the Council gavel to 
drive the plug into the horns. 

The ram was scored and plugged. 
The ram was taken on November 3, 
2011. This was the first bighorn sheep 
taken on the reservation in over 100 
years. The Tribe had aluminum plugs 
made to certify that the sheep had 
been taken legally in accordance with 
Fish and Game requirements.  James’ 
ram had the plug stamped “CCT 01”: 

Chippewa Cree Tag # 1. The bighorn 
sheep was officially scored 176 8/16 
SCI.

The final event to our adventure was 
when I discovered that we had left 
James’ and my walking sticks on the 
hill where James got the ram. James’ 
walking stick was a gift from Lance, 
and James had used it on all his hunts 
since he was 9 years old.  The stick is a 
sentimental keepsake and maybe even 
a luck charm. Jerry Belcourt, Tribal 
member and Marketing Director for 
Hunting The Rez Magazine, volunteered 
to have the stick retrieved and sent to 
James so he may use it on his desert 
sheep hunt. Brandon Belcourt, Jason 
Belcourt’s son who is also a guide for 
Hunting The Rez, volunteered to hike 
back up the mountain to retrieve the 
walking stick for James.  James was 
very grateful to Brandon for retrieving 
his luck charm – a final effort by the 
Tribe and our hosts Hunting The Rez 
to make the hunting experienced by 
James with the Chippewa Cree Tribe 
as good as it gets. 
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My First

By: Abbigail Taylor (10)

Turkey



53Volume 15 SUMMER 2013

Last year my dad took me to Scooter’s 
Youth Hunting Camp for the first time. 
The camp is held in Emmett, Idaho, at 
the Gem State Rod and Gun Club. The 
camp has six different stations. They 
allow you to shoot shotguns, 22’s, 
muzzleloaders, and archery.  They 
also show you the proper techniques 
for knife sharpening and gun cleaning 
and have a station for survival. The 
camp also has mini-seminars. One 
was Larry Lansdowne (known for 
his turkey calling). He demonstrated 
three different types of calls: the yelp, 
cluck, and purr. After hearing Larry’s 
demonstration, I knew I wanted to go 
turkey hunting.

This past winter I took hunter’s 
safety with my mom. Being 10, I can’t 
hunt big game for another two years. 
So now was my time to hunt turkeys. 
Unfortunately, my dad has never 
hunted turkey before either. We talked 
to Paul Waldon. He said, “I will take 
Abbi out, put her in for a controlled 
hunt, and if she gets drawn, I will take 
her.” My mom and dad bought my 
hunting license and put me in for the 
draw. A few weeks had past, and finally 

I got a postcard in the mail saying that 
I had been drawn for the controlled 
turkey hunt. I was jumping off the 
walls with excitement.

My dad called Paul to let him know 
I was drawn. A couple weeks into the 
season, Paul called and said, “I found 
a great spot.” On Sunday, April, 28th, 
we met Paul at Fred Meyer at 5:00 a.m. 
Paul had us put all our gear in his truck 
so we could get to the property we were 
hunting in Notus. After we parked, we 
walked on a dirt road along the river to 
the blind. We got all set up, and Paul 
told us the plan. We waited and waited, 
listening to Paul call to the turkeys as 
they answered back. Soon we heard 
gobblers all around us. After about an 
hour of calling, Paul saw a tom and 
hen come around the corner. As soon 
as the tom saw the decoys, he ran over 
to them and started jumping on them. 
I then got a good eye on him and Paul 
said, “SHOOT!” so I did. “You got 
it,” Paul and my dad said.  After we 
celebrated, Paul said, “Let’s sit quietly 
and see if we can get some more to 
come in.” Paul started calling again, 
and in a little bit, two more big toms 

and two hens came in. We took tons 
of pictures and videos of the turkeys. 
One turkey was pecking at the head of 
my dead turkey that was lying on the 
ground. We heard tons of weird noises 
from the turkeys. Paul explained all the 
noises and why they make the noises 
while strutting. 

When the turkeys walked off, we 
went out to look at the turkey I shot. We 
then tagged it and took lots of pictures 
of me, my dad, and my turkey. We 
stopped at a great café (The Garage) 
for breakfast and talked and enjoyed 
the time together. After breakfast, we 
went back to Fred Meyer to get our 
car. He showed us how to preserve the 
spurs and pluck the beard and feathers. 
My dad and I took the turkey back to 
our house to show my mom and sisters 
and clean it. We took some feathers to 
keep, skinned it, and washed all the 
meat to clean it really good.

I told everybody that it was the 
best day ever, and I would always 
remember the day I got my first turkey 
in one shot. I learned so much. I really 
enjoyed every part of it, and I can’t 
wait to go turkey hunting again! 

Turkey
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Well, I started shooting when I was 
about 10 years old with a gas-powered 
airgun. I then progressed to a .22 pistol 
at 11 years old, and at about 12-13 
years old, I moved ont o my .38 Super 
1911 Springfield open gun (I still 
have the same gun to this day). I love 
shooting because I’ve always loved to 
try something different, and I grew up 
as a daddy’s girl and did everything my 
dad did. When I was a baby, my “mum” 
used to take me to the gun club and 
push me around in a “pram,” so it was 
only natural that I would be a shooter. 
I currently shoot IPSC Action Pistol 
and shoot shotgun for fun. I am still 19 
years old; I turn 20 in November. My 
brother and dad are shooters, too. My 
dad trained both of us, and we all travel 
all over New Zealand to compete. My 
mother shot for a little bit, too. 

I hope to someday become a 
professional shooter and follow in the 
footsteps of Jessie Duff, have my own 
TV show, and travel all over the world 
for shooting. 

I’m a bit of an adrenaline junkie so 
love to do crazy new things. I love 
4-wheeling and jumping trucks 5 feet 
over motocross jumps, et cetera. I 
am currently at university studying 
criminology and hope to become a 
criminal lawyer. I have taken three 
weeks off university to come shoot 
the Bianchi Cup. It’s very difficult 
being a shooter in New Zealand. We 
can only shoot once a week due to 
noise restrictions and regulations, and 
our country is very strict on gun laws. 
Not many people shoot. It’s a unique 
sport, but because no one really likes 
guns in New Zealand, our sport is 
not advertised, nor do they want to 
advertise it. I shoot in Open, Ladies, 
Junior, Master grade, and International 
(when overseas). I no longer do the 
pentathlon. With my crazy life there 
is no time to eat some days. I continue 

By: Tiffany Piper (19)
horse riding (I’m a horse crazy girl and 
love my horses!). I still have a horse 
of my own, and I compete in Eventing 
(dressage, show jumping, and cross 
country). And I also ride dirt bikes for 
fun. I am part of the local equestrian 
center’s committee and love to help 
out all the little kids learning to ride in 
my spare time.

Firstly, I would like to say to all 
the young kids to give shooting a 
go. It’s not as scary as it sounds. If 
you shoot different disciplines, give 
action pistol a go; it will improve your 
shooting abilities. Starting with action 
pistol is a great foundation (timed 
accuracy) to then progress on to other 
disciplines. Not being able to shoot 
every day is hard, and it has taken me 
a long time to have gotten where I am 
today, but practicing and watching 
better shooters than me and not being 
afraid to ask questions (THAT’S A 
BIG ONE) has helped me progress. 
Don’t be discouraged if you are a girl 
in this sport. It is a male-dominated 
sport. Women shoot differently than 
men (different strengths and center of 
gravity, etc.). A great way to improve 
(or if there are no women shooters to 
watch) is to get someone to video you 
shooting and compare it to YouTube 
clips of top-class shooters to see what 
you are doing right, what you’re 
doing wrong, habits, and things you 
can improve on with your own eyes.

I have been sponsored by Secure 
Firearm for about six years now and 
would not have gotten where I am 
today without the Secure Firearm 
company. They are like another 
family to me, and I greatly appreciate 
all of the support and help they have 
given me. 

I have won the Bianchi Junior 
Champion title three years, and I have 
placed in the top four women Bianchi 
shooters for the past three years. 

Tiffany Piper
Three-Time Bianchi Cup

Junior Champion
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By: Joseph Murray (12)

Adventures at the Rockcastle 
Shotgun Championship

In this, my first and hopefully not 
my last article for Junior Shooters 
magazine, I would like to introduce 
myself and the adventure I had during 
the Rockcastle Shotgun Championship.  
As for me, my name is Joseph Murray, 
and I am currently in sixth grade.  I live 
in Fredericksburg, Virginia, which is a 
southern suburb of Washington, D.C.

The match took place on April 5-6, 
2013, at Mammoth Cave, Kentucky.      
Luckily for me, I was able to go with 
my mom and dad since the match was 
during my spring break.  The catch to 
this adventure was that I had no idea 
I was going to shoot this event; my 
family was simply making a spring 
break vacation around my dad’s 
participation in the match.  I came 
down to the championship to watch my 
dad shoot, with the hope that maybe 
next year I could shoot alongside him.  
However, the day before the match, he 
asked me if I would like to shoot the 
match because there was a junior slot 
open, and I happily accepted.  It was 
on such a short notice that we even had 
to go to Nashville to get an adequate 
supply of ammo.

The day before the match we were 

walking through the stages, and it 
seemed like all the targets were hidden 
behind trees and in the shadows.  The 
match consisted of 18 challenging 
courses of fire.  The match was cool 
because it was the first time I had shot 
a match where most of the stages were 
not in standard pistol bays.  

The match would be challenging for 
me.  I had been shooting local shotgun-
only matches, and these stages were 
fairly simple with low round counts.  
The Rockcastle match was something 
totally different than what I was used 
to.  I had never shot slug or buckshot 
before.  There were several stages that 
required the shooter to switch from 
birdshot to buckshot to slug.  You had 
to load bird, buck, and slug in the same 
reload and shoot the targets in a specific 
order.  There was a high disaster factor 
because if you shot slug or buck on 
a bird target; you may get a stage or 
match DQ. 

On one stage I had to sit on a make-
believe horse that moved around every 
time I moved or fired a shot – another 
first for me.  Then there was the stage 
where I had to stand with one foot on 
a 5-gallon bucket throwing me off 

balance, so I really had to lean into the 
gun to absorb the recoil.  The hardest 
physical stage for me was shooting 
through a high window while standing 
on a bench in a building. Actually, it 
was an old restroom.  The window 
was so high I took a couple of misses 
because I couldn’t get my eyes on the 
sights or the gun in my shoulder, and I 
was afraid of hitting the concrete walls.

Every aspect of this match was 
new, exciting, and challenging for 
me, especially one stage where I had 
to do a reshoot due to a prop failure.  
I got lucky and avoided what my dad 
referred to as “reshoot voodoo.”  Most 
of the steel targets were very small 
(approximately 4 to 6 inches square), so 
even though I was shooting a shotgun, 
my dad advised me to shoot it like a 
rifle due to the small margin of error.  
On one of the stages, a fellow junior 
shooter challenged me to go three for 
three on the slugs which reached out to 
about 75 yards.  Much to my surprise, 
I did go three for three on the slugs.  
If he did not challenge me, I probably 
would not have gotten them all.

During the match I used my dad’s 
Benelli M1 Super 90 12-gauge with XS 
sights that he had modified by Benny 
Hill of Triangle Custom.  Because 
of the need to carry large amounts of 
ammunition, I also used a Mark Otto 
chest rig. 

For me the match was physically 
demanding because it was a two-
day event that lasted from sunup to 
sundown, and personally I didn’t think 
I was going to make it.  I did, though, 
and, boy, was I glad when we sat down 
at the lodge and had dinner with some 
of my dad’s good friends that he hadn’t 
seen in years.  Then we went down to 
the lodge’s main door, and the results 
were in!  They called out the results, 
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and I came in second-to-last junior and 
95th overall, but I am fine with that 
because it is a huge stepping stone for 
me.

Now that I have shot my first 
major match and my first multi-day 
match, I’m ready to tackle some 
more competitions.  I also think that 
this match helped me in more than 
just shotgun shooting.  Other life and 
shooting skills that I believe this match 
helped me with are the ability to focus, 
to persevere in a new situation, and to 
develop strategy and determination.   

For me shooting is fun because we 
are out on the range together as a family 
and having fun.  There are just so many 
competitions you can go to, and it is a 
good bonding time for our family.  You 
also get to make new friends and meet 
old ones.  

If you have ever considered 
shooting the Rockcastle Shotgun 
Championships and have not, and if 
you are looking for an adventure, then 
you should shoot this match.  The 
entire staff was very helpful to me and 
made this competition very fun.  I hope 
to see you there next year because you 
can find me right next to my dad at this 
match next year.    
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Ergo Grips are shaped and contoured to fi t the human 
hand for a natural interface between the shooter and 

the rifl e. Grip better, shoot better.

GRIPS | RAIL COVERS | STOCKS
VERTICAL FOREGRIPS | ACCESSORIES

Ergo Grips
P.O. Box 1459

Moriarty, NM 87035
877.281.3783

WWW.ERGOGRIPS.NET

Ergo Grips are shaped and contoured to fi t the human 
hand for a natural interface between the shooter and 

DESIGNED FOR THE MOST IMPORTANT 

PART OF THE RIFLE

© 2013 Winchester Ammunition

See Why You’ve 
Been Missing.

• Training for sport shooting

• Black and orange colors for varying  
   light conditions

• Tracking leads on crossing birds

TM

VISIT US AT WWW.JUNIORSHOOTERS.NET
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Tactical Weapons  -  Body Armor  -  Competition 
Agency Sales  -  Duty Gear -  Medical Supplies    

NFA  -  Night Vision  -  Custom Kydex 
 

5272 W. Chinden Blvd  -  Garden City, ID 83714 
    Phone # 208-906-0585    

www.ambushtactical.com     

Providing the highest quality firearms & equipment for  
civilian, military and law enforcement personal.  
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See Why You’ve 
Been Missing.

• Training for sport shooting

• Black and orange colors for varying  
   light conditions

• Tracking leads on crossing birds

TM



Why have only stock when 
you can offer a racing model?

There’s stock...and then there’s super stock—the TacStar
Adaptive Tactical M4 Stock is the fastest way for your 
customers to upgrade their Ruger 10-22® from standard to 
a tactical racing machine in one easy, no gunsmithing, do-
it-yourself step. The TacStar’s fully adjustable buttstock fi ts 
a wide range of shooters and is equipped with two, handy 
storage compartments for standard Ruger magazines. In 
addition, the TacStar stock features a barrel insert to accept 

standard or .920 bull barrels, as well as a reversible rail 
in the forend of the stock for easy mounting of Picatinny 
accessories, and an optional monopod that conceals in the 
pistol grip for additional stability. The Adaptive Tactical 
M4 is available in black or a variety of camo patterns too: 
Legends, Muddy Girl, or Kryptek Highlander. Give your 
customers the option to take their reliable 10-22® into the 
fast lane with the TacStar M4 Adaptive Tactical Stock!

SUPER 
STOCK
SUPER 
STOCK

Barrel insert adapts standard 
or bull (target) barrels.

Optional monopod 
conceals in pistol grip.

Reversible Picatinny rail
 mount conceals in forend.

Convenient storage of two 
magazines in stock.

A Lyman brand.

(stock)

www.tacstar.com
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SAFETY

Andy was after me (again!) to get my safety article to 
him for this issue. I can usually come up with a topic rather 
quickly, but this time I was facing writer’s block; that is, 
nothing was coming to mind to write.

The first thing I want to do is to change from the terminology 
of “shooting accidents” to that of “shooting incidents.” 
I’ve stated in earlier columns that I believe that the word 
“accident” should refer to events that could not be avoided 
and that most so-called accidental shootings occur because 
one of the firearm safety rules was violated. The “incident” 
terminology is now being used by several organizations, 
e.g., the International Hunter Education Association and the 
State of Texas. That doesn’t mean there can’t be shooting 
accidents. However, my brain is not allowing me to think of 
one right now. Every example I think of I can find a safety 
rule that was violated that contributed to the situation, or 
incident. See, “incident” already has meaning. I think it might 
be safe to say that any accident can be called an incident, but 
not all incidents can be called accidents. Enough of that! If 
you can think of a situation that could be called an accident, 
send it to the editor of the magazine, and we’ll discuss it in 
a future column.

I started looking for recent information on shooting-related 
accidents and pursued a couple of different ideas. How safe 
are shooting ranges? How safe are shooting matches? There 
are a lot of stories about accidents, but I didn’t find any 
scientific studies, not to say there aren’t some.  

I decided not to relate a bunch of stories because if you 
want to read some, you can go on the Internet and enter 
something like “shooting-range accidents” to find them.

I encourage you to do some Internet surfing on this and 
related topics as a learning experience. When you find a 
reported incident, look at the details. Why did it occur? I 
think you will find they always fit into a violation of one of 
the firearm safety rules we all know. Which one, or ones, for 
this incident?

I think the important thing we all need to understand and 

believe is that there will always be incidents. We all want 
this to not be true, but it is. So you may ask, “Why?”

There are a number of reasons and a few that come to 
mind are:

• New people are entering our shooting sports – a good 
thing but they need training and supervision when 
they start.

• Many people do not get safety training – a bad thing.
• Experienced people get lazy or prideful – a bad 

thing.
• Someone is tired from a long day and forgets or gets 

sloppy.
• New, safety-trained people are hesitant to tell lazy, 

experienced people they are violating a safety rule.
• The bottom line: People don’t follow the safety 

rules!
So what can you do to help reduce or eliminate shooting 

incidents?  Remember the safety rules. Really, how many do 
you remember?  

• Always keep your muzzle pointed in a safe direction 
– the most important one!

• Treat every firearm as if it’s loaded.
• Unload when not in use.
• Be sure of your target and what’s beyond it.
• Never point your firearm at anything you don’t 

intend to shoot.
• …keep going…

You be the good example for others. Don’t go along with 
the crowd if you know they are doing something wrong. You 
may need to step back and not participate.  Maybe someone 
will notice and ask you why. That can give you a way to 
give a non-challenging statement of your safety concern.  
However, if you see something that you think is an imminent 
danger, you should speak up.  It may be hard, but think of 
how you’d feel is someone got injured or killed and you 
might have prevented it.

Shoot safe, and have an enjoyable time.

Accidents/Incidents

“Emphasizing safety 
at every practice is a 

MUST!”
Photo by:

Gail Pavlock

There Will Be

By: Larry Haley



Why have only stock when 
you can offer a racing model?

There’s stock...and then there’s super stock—the TacStar
Adaptive Tactical M4 Stock is the fastest way for your 
customers to upgrade their Ruger 10-22® from standard to 
a tactical racing machine in one easy, no gunsmithing, do-
it-yourself step. The TacStar’s fully adjustable buttstock fi ts 
a wide range of shooters and is equipped with two, handy 
storage compartments for standard Ruger magazines. In 
addition, the TacStar stock features a barrel insert to accept 

standard or .920 bull barrels, as well as a reversible rail 
in the forend of the stock for easy mounting of Picatinny 
accessories, and an optional monopod that conceals in the 
pistol grip for additional stability. The Adaptive Tactical 
M4 is available in black or a variety of camo patterns too: 
Legends, Muddy Girl, or Kryptek Highlander. Give your 
customers the option to take their reliable 10-22® into the 
fast lane with the TacStar M4 Adaptive Tactical Stock!

SUPER 
STOCK
SUPER 
STOCK

Barrel insert adapts standard 
or bull (target) barrels.

Optional monopod 
conceals in pistol grip.

Reversible Picatinny rail
 mount conceals in forend.

Convenient storage of two 
magazines in stock.

A Lyman brand.

(stock)

www.tacstar.com
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The Brownells Tac Ops Cheek Pad 
works very well providing a slight 
cheek riser while providing slots 
for eight rifle cartridges. It is shown 
here with Black Hills Ammunition’s 
168-grain match cartridges.

Look To Brownells For Easy One-Stop Shopping!
Brownells has just about everything 
a person participating in the shooting 
sports needs 

• Gun parts and ammo
• Accessories
• Tools and cleaning equipment 
• Training videos 
• Gunsmith newsletters

This company carries products from 
most of the shooting industry’s 
manufacturers. Brownells is also one 
of the largest event sponsors, and more 
importantly from our viewpoint, one 
of the best sponsors of youth shooters, 
and the juniors that we work with. Our 
staff and all of our juniors say,

“Thank You!”
www.brownells.com

Brownells carries Glockworx’s 
Fulcrum Trigger system for GLOCKs 
which is a drop-in kit. It provides an 
ultra-smooth pull, clean letoff, and 
short reset without impairing the 
reliability of the factory safeties.

Kengs Firearms Versa Pod bipod not only has the standard elevation 
capability but also the multi-pivot head pans right and left and cants to 
compensate for uneven ground.

www.brownells.com
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BROWNELLS Carries MAGPUL Products

Look To Brownells For Easy One-Stop Shopping!

www.brownells.com

Above: One of Andy’s custom-built Modern Sporting Rifles (MSR). This one has a Bushmaster upper receiver assembly and 
bolt, lower, and match barrel, all provided by Bushmaster. A WARNE scope mount holds a Swarovski Z6i 1-6x24 scope.  
The forearm is a light aluminum, 15-inch forearm from Weaponcraft. Magpul provided the stock, the BAD lever (bolt catch 
and magazine release), and the flip up sights which mount perfectly as offset “iron” sights (these are actually plastic but 
work well and are durable) on WARNE’s 45-degree offset side rail scope mounts. The sling is a V-TAC sling from Viking 
Tactical. The bipod is a Harris bipod from Brownells. The oversized extended magazine release button is from Brownells.

Above and center: Magpul’s front and 
rear sight for MSRs that clip onto the 
rail and are fully adjustable for elevation 
and windage. Though made of plastic, 
they are very durable and work quite 
well. Using a front 45-degree angle rail 
mount from WARNE combined with 

the 45-degree portion of the WARNE 
RAMP (Rapid Acquisition Multi-Sight 
Platform) mount, the flip-up sights 
are perfect for the close-in targets of 
3-Gun competition and will work well 
as a substitute out to 100 yards plus for 
a backup to your scope.

Right: Magpul also has vertical 
forearm grips for MSRs and produces 
outstanding MSR 30-round magazines 
(not shown).

WARNE, Weaponcraft (Hawktech Arms), Viking Tactical, and Magpul are also 2013 sponsors and have supported Junior 
Shooters 3-Gunners. We say “Thank You” to them as well.
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Brownells
Laserlyte

Indoor practice can be fun and 
rewarding. You can increase your 
targeting skills, timing, speed, and 
trigger pull. Laserlyte has a number 
of outstanding laser training systems. 
The base of their Reaction Tyme 
Target System is the Laserlyte Trainer 
Cartridge. This is available in .223, 
.380, 9mm, .40 S&W, and .45 ACP. We 
had the privilege of testing this out with 
the .223, 9mm, .40 S&W, and .45 ACP. 

The training system has two training 
modes: A hit on the target will result 
in two celebration beeps and two 
LED flashes in each corner; or, the 
Reaction Tyme mode where the LEDs 
will turn on and beep in random 3-7 
second intervals remaining on for three 

seconds telling you which target to 
shoot.
Though this works well with single-
action semi-autos, it works even better 
with Double-Action/Single-Action 
(DA/SA) or DA only semi-autos. 
Shown here is one of our favorites, 
an FNH FNP-9. You can also get a 
Trigger Tyme Pistol which is formed to 
replicate a GLOCK frame.
They also have an excellent shotgun 
training cartridge which fits into the 
end of the barrel. It has a wider beam 
that sweeps out so you can pull the 
trigger as the edge of the beam hits 
your target and you pull through.

 www.brownells.com

Laserlyte 
pistol training cartridge

Laserlyte 
shotgun cartridge installed in 

a Mossberg 12-gauge

Laserlyte 
Laser Tyme GLOCK training 

pistol

Laserlyte 
shotgun cartridge 

Laserlyte Reaction Tyme 
Target System

Kid’s Gear. . . Kid’s Gear. . . Kid’s Gear. . . Kid’s Gear. . .  Kid’s Gear. . . Kid’s Gear. . . Kid’s Gear
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Ambush Tactical

Ambush Tactical produces excellent .223 Wylde chambered barrels and has 
its own muzzle brake design. They are also a 2013 Junior Shooters 3-Gunner 
sponsor, and we thank them for their support. You can check them out at:

www.ambushtactical.com
The forearm was provided by Samson who makes excellent 15-inch and 13.5-
inch forearms. www.samson-mfg.com

Hodgdon Powder’s reloading manual is excellent. They also have extensive on-
line loading data. They have been supportive of Junior Shooters’ juniors for the 
last few years. We thank them for their support.  You can check them out at:

www.hodgdon.com

A-Zoom

Everyone should have dummy rounds 
and snap caps. They not only provide 
an extra level of safety but are excellent 
for practicing trigger pull, targeting, 
and especially loading. A-Zoom has 
almost any cartridge you need from 
.22s to 12-gauge shells. Getting eight 
12-gauge snap caps lets you practice 
those shotgun reloading skills that are 
so important to action shooting sports 
when a shotgun is used. You can check 
them out at: 
www.azoomsnapcaps.com and they 
are also available at Brownells.

www.brownells.com



COLT® is a licensed trademark of New Colt Holding Corp.  

M4 Ops

Dedicated .22 L.R.
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Available for 
the iPhone 4/4s 
and iPhone 5 in    
Tactical, as well 

as casual, colors.

TM

www.blade-tech.com
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THE NEW MODEL 3

Choose your configuration

Add the accessories

The world’s best optic and accessory ready carbine
featuring the ever expandable V-RS Modular Rail platform

FEATURES

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile device

Highly Customizable
Fast Configuration Changes
Adaptable To Any Application

 www.stagarms.com

stag arms


